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Abstract-- Around the 18th Century a number of significant events took place in the world. One such event was the Industrial
Revolution which took place in England. It gradually spread to other countries of Europe also. One such sea route to India was
discovered by a Portuguese called Vasco da Gama in 1498. As a result, the English, French, Portuguese and the Dutch came to
India for trade. They also used it to spread missionary activities in India. Do you know that the beginning of modern period in
Indian history began with the coming of these European powers to India? In this paper you will be reading about the coming of
the British to India and the impact it had on the economic, social and cultural spheres as well.

REASONS FOR COMING TO INDIA
The European and the British traders initially came to India for trading purposes. The Industrial Revolution in
Britain led to the increase in demand for raw materials forthe factories there. At the same time, they also
required a market to sell their finished goods. India provided such a platform to Britain to fulfill all their needs.
The 18th century was a period of internal power struggle in India and with the declining power of the Mughal
Empire, the British officials were provided with the perfect opportunity to establish their hold over Indian
Territory. They did these through numerous wars, forced treaties, annexations of and alliances with the various
regional powers all over the country. Their new administrative and economic policies helped them consolidate
their control over the country. Their land revenue policies help them keep the poor farmers in check and get
huge sums as revenues in return. They forced the commercialisation of agriculture with the growing of various
cash crops and the raw materials for the industries in the Britain. With the strong political control, the British
were able to monopolise the trade with India. They defeated their foreign rivals in trade so that there could be
no competition. They monopolised the sale of all kinds of raw materials and bought these at low prices whereas
the Indian weavers had to buy them at exorbitant prices. Heavy duties were imposed on Indian goods entering
Britain so as to protect their own industry. Various investments were made to improve the transport and
communication system in the country to facilitate the easy transfer of raw materials from the farms to the port,
and of finished goods from the ports to the markets. Also, English education was introduced to create a class of
educated Indians who would assist the British in ruling the country and strengthen their political authority. All
these measures helped the British to establish, consolidate and continue their rule over India.

METHODS OF COLONISATION IN INDIA
Look at the map of Europe. You will find many big and small states on it. When the industrial revolution started
in Europe these small states did not have sufficient raw materials for their industries, or markets for their
finished goods. These countries now started looking for markets in Asia and Africa. England succeeded in
controlling trade with India and established the East India Company in 1600. This company was supported by
the British government. With its help England was able to extend her territorial frontiers to the Indian
subcontinent. The first factory was established at Surat in 1613. In 1615, Sir Thomas Roe got permission from
the Mughal emperor Jahangir to open more factories at Agra, Ahmadabad and Broach. Their most important
settlement on the southern coast was Madras where they built a fortified factory called Fort St. George. This
was the first proprietary holding acquired by the company on Indian soil. Gradually the company expanded its
trading network. By that time the company was well established in India. It had also succeeded in eliminating
the other rival European powers from India. They also started interfering in the political affairs of the Indian
rulers.

Impact of British Rule on India: Economic, Social and Cultural (1757-1857)
These states had their own rulers, economy, language and culture. These states were constantly at war with each
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other. It was not surprising that they fell an easy prey to the European powers especially the British. It was the
battles of Plassey (1757) and Buxar (1764) which provided the ground for the British success in India. Through
these battles, a long era of British political control over India began. The Battle of Plassey was won by the
English in Bengal. The British made Mir Jafar, the new Nawab of Bengal, in return for which they receive an
enormous sum of money as well as the territory of 24 Parganas from the Nawab. But Mir Jafar was not able to
make further payments to them. As a result he was replaced by Mir Qasim who proved to be a strong ruler. Mir
Qasim was not ready to meet their demands for more money or control. As a result, Mir Qasim was removed
and Mir Jafar was made the Nawab again. Mir Qasim then joined hands with the Nawab of Awadh, Shiraj-ud-
daula and the Mughal emperor Shah Allam II in plotting against the British, the battle took place at a place
called Buxar on 22 October 1764. Their defeat proved to be decisive.
Though the British successfully gained control over Bengal, the imposition of British rule throughout India was
not an easy task. A number of regional powers opposed them and tried to resist the efforts of territorial
expansion of the British. Let us read about the various wars waged by the British against the Indian states.

(i) Anglo-mysoreWars. Mysore emerged as a powerful state under an able leadership of Haider Ali and his son
Tipu Sultan in the second half of the eighteenth century. Four wars took place between Mysore and the British.
Finally the Fourth Anglo-Mysore War (1799) ended in the heroic defeat and death of Tipu Sultan. With this a
glorious chapter of struggle between Mysore and the English came to an end. Large ports like Kanara,
Coimbatore and Seringapatam were secured by the British.
(ii) Anglo-marathaWars. The Marathas were another formidable power in western and central India during the
second half of the eighteenth century. But the struggle for power among themselves gave the British an
opportunity to intervene in their internal matters. Many wars took place between the British and the Marathas
mainly on account of the Subsidiary Alliance. The Third Anglo-Maratha War (1817-19) was the last war
between them. The English defeated the Peshwa, dethroned him and annexed all his territories. The Peshwa was
pensioned off and sent to Bithur near Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh.
(iii) Anglo-sikhWars. In north-west India, the Sikhs under their able leader Maharaja Ranjit Singh (1792- 1839)
became an effective political and military force. The British power in India viewed the rise of the Sikhs as a
potential threat. The British thus wanted to bring the Sikhs under control. After the death of Ranjit Singh in
1839, lawlessness prevailed in Punjab. The British took advantage of this and the First Anglo-Sikh War broke
out in 1845 which ended with the defeat of the Sikhs. In the Second Anglo-Sikh War in 1849, the British finally
defeated them in the battle of Gujarat, a town on river Chenab (1849). The Sikh chiefs surrendered and Punjab
was annexed by Lord Dalhousie. Maharaja Dalip Singh, the son of Maharaja Ranjit Singh was pensioned off
and sent to England.

ECONOMIC IMPACT
The Industrial revolution has helped the English merchants accumulate a lot of capital from the countries of
Asia, Africa and America. They now wanted to invest this wealth in setting up industries and trade with India.
The mass production of goods through machines that we witness today was pioneered through the Industrial
Revolution which occurred first in England during the late 18th and the early 19th century. This led to a
massive increase in the output of finished products. The East India Company helped in financing and expanding
their industrial base. During this time there was a class of manufacturers in England who benefited more from
manufacturing than trading. They were interested in having more raw materials from India as well as sending
their finished goods back. Between 1793 and 1813, these British manufacturers launched a campaign against
the company, its trade monopoly and the privileges it enjoyed. Ultimately, they succeeded in abolishing the
East India Company’s monopoly of Indian trade. With this India became an economic colony of Industrial
England. Let us learn more about the economic impact on various Indian industries and trade.

TEXTILE INDUSTRY AND TRADE
Earlier, Indian handloom had a big market in Europe. Indian textiles such as cotton, linen, silk and woolen
goods already had markets in Asia and Africa. With the coming of industrialisation in England, the textile
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industry there made important headway. There was now a reverse of the direction of textile trade between
Britain and India. There was a massive import of machine made clothes from English factories to Indian
markets. This import of large amount of products manufactured by mechanical looms in England led to increase
threat for the handicraft industries as the British goods were sold at a much cheaper price.
The British succeeded in selling their goods at a cheap price as foreign goods were given free entry in India
without paying any duty. On the other hand, Indian handicrafts were taxed heavily when they were sent out of
the country. Besides, under the pressure of its industrialists, British government often imposed a protective
tariff on Indian textiles. Therefore, within a few years, India from being an exporter of clothes became an
exporter of raw cotton and an importer of British clothes. This reversal made a huge impact on the Indian
handloom weaving industry leading to its virtual collapse. It also created unemployment for a large community
of weavers. Many of them migrated to rural areas to work on their lands as agricultural laborers. This in turn put
increased pressure on the rural economy and livelihood. This process of uneven competition faced by the Indian
handloom industry was later dubbed by the Indian nationalist leaders as de-industrialisation.

TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION
The means of transport in India at that time were bullock carts, camels and pack animals. England on the other
hand needed railways that connected the raw material producing areas with the exporting ports and to facilitate
the movement of British goods to different parts of the country as well as bring raw materials to the ports. The
vast network of railways that you witness today was pioneered during the latter half of the 19th century. This
opened avenue for British bankers and investors to invest surplus wealth and material in the construction of
railways. Railways benefited the British capitalists in two important ways. First, it made trading in commodities
much easier and profitable by connecting the internal markets with the ports. Secondly, the rail engines,
coaches and the capital input for building of rail lines came from Britain. The British capitalists who invested in
railways were also guaranteed a minimum profit of 5% by the government. These companies were also given
free land with a lease of 99 years.
Although the railways were set up for the advantage of British trade, they also played an important role in the
national awakening of the country. Though the British had never anticipated, the extensive transport network
and improved education brought people and ideas closer.
During British rule, India took ideas of liberty, equality, human rights, science and technology from the West.
This accelerated the process of modernisation. Now we will read about the impact of modern idea on Indian
society.

BRITISH IMPACT ON SOCIETY AND CULTURE
Indian society underwent many changes after the British came to India. In the 19th century, certain social
practices like female infanticide, child marriage, sati, polygamy and a rigid caste system became more
prevalent. These practices were against human dignity and values. Women were discriminated against at all
stages of life and were the disadvantaged section of the society. They did not have access to any development
opportunities to improve their status. Education was limited to a handful of men belonging to the upper castes.
Brahmins had access to the Vedas which were written in Sanskrit. Expensive rituals, sacrifices and practices
after birth or death were outlined by the priestly class.
When the British came to India, they brought new ideas such as liberty, equality, freedom and human rights
from the Renaissance, the Reformation Movement and the various revolutions that took place in Europe. These
ideas appealed to some sections of our society and led to several reform movements in different parts of the
country. At the forefront of these movements were visionary Indians such as Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Sir Syed
Ahmed Khan, Aruna Asaf Ali and Pandita Ramabai. These movements looked for social unity and strived
towards liberty, equality and fraternity. Many legal measures were introduced to improve the status of women.
For example, the practice of sati was banned in 1829 by Lord Bentinck, the then Governor General. Widow
Remarriage was permitted by a law passed in 1856. A law passed in 1872, sanctioned inter-caste and inter-
communal marriages. Sharda Act was passed in 1929 preventing child marriage. The act provided that it was
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illegal to marry a girl below 14 and a boy below 18 years. All the movements severely criticized the caste
system and especially the practice of untouchability.

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL POLICY
The British had come to India with the idea of making immense profits. This meant buying of raw materials at
very cheap rates and selling finished goods at much higher prices. The British wanted the Indians to be
educated and modern enough to consume their goods but not to the extent that it proved detrimental to British
interests.
Some of the Britishers believed that Western ideas were modern and superior, while Indian ideas were old and
inferior. This was, of course, not true. Indians had a rich traditional learning that was still relevant. By this time
in England there was a group of Radicals who had a humanistic ideology towards Indians. They wanted India to
be a part of the modern, progressive world of science. But the British government was cautious in undertaking
rapid modernisation of India. They feared a reaction among the people if too much interference took place with
their religious beliefs and social customs. The English wanted perpetuation of their rule in India and not a
reaction among the people. Hence, though they talked about introducing reforms, in reality very few measures
were taken and these were also half-hearted.

CONCLUSION
We should also understand that our present life is shaped to a great extent by our immediate past. In this
immediate past, the British control over a large part of the country becomes an important determining factor.
Some of the cultural and legal changes that took place as a result of British rule continue to affect our life even
today. The rails, the club life, the imperial buildings like the Rashtrapati Bhavan and the Parliament are
reminiscent of the British rule in India. Many food items like bread, tea and cake that we consume today are a
direct result of our interaction with Europeans during the British rule. If you look around yourself, you will be
surprised to know that a large number of costumes prevalent in urban India were adopted during the British
rule, for example, trousers, coats and ties. The idea of introducing Indian civil service started during this period.
The Indian armed forces still retain many aspects of European training and culture. The medium of our
instruction or learning itself is predominantly English. The Supreme Court and the High Court pass their
judgments in English. This language itself is a legacy of the British rule and continues to be the lingua franca of
Indians seeking employment in their own country.


